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Hungarian beekeepers and their experiences
with Feedbee

[Editor 5 note: tis ariicle (in Hungarion) was oviginedly
prsbidfiched in tlve Hanearian hee jorrnead Meheseel on fulv 13,
2008, The translated version of the arricle was sear fo Nedf
Forrer By D Abdi Saffiei, o specialist in aningd and foney
Bere aneivition wito fotred New Zealand i 2007 fo prowmote
Feedhee |

In the beginning of this year Feedbes, a pollen substinute dict,
has been introduced in Hungary as one of the first countrics in
Furope. Playing this pioncer role, the feedback aboul Feedbee
using Hungarian beckeepers was eagerly awaited.  During
the month of June many customers were keen abomt ther
expencnees and remarks conceming the Feedbee product.

In the course of this sirvey we were happy 1o notiee that the
beckeepers were definitely positively satslied wilh the resulis
ol IFeedbee in a range of more than 900, We would like 10
highlight some of ther expeniences n general:

= The bee colonies had reached very good results reganding
development and honey production.

+  The bees are strong, healthy, and have higher
resiglance.

+  [During the spring feeding the gencral feed miake was |

ke per colony.
= The three methods of feeding (powder, patty or Tiguid)

turned out 10 be all effective.
«  When leeding through patues, the addition ol icmg sugar
resulted m a vigorous consumplion. Withowt icing sugar
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the pattics being prepared with Fecdbee and suzarsyrup
were nol adequately sweet. and they were consumed a it
slower. Bui even in this case sood resulis were achicved.
as proved by the evaluation reports.

= The fast development 15 zood for those that would like
i sce an inlensive rowth of the bec colonies or would
like 1o make extra colomics i their aprncs. For those
who don™ have such plans the only “problem™ seems 1o
be the possihility ol swarmmg. (0 course the inlensity
ol development can be manipulated when the prepared
feed contamns less Feedbee, amd throngh the chosen time
of leeding. Experiments on these wall start next spring.

The evaluation of three beckeepers will be discussed as
lellows.

More honey

On the 17th of February 2008 1 used Feedbee for 30 colomes
in the form of a patly as an experiment. The remaining 120
colonics were used 1o compare the results. [ made Feedbec
patites of hall a kilo cach according to the producer™s advice.
Durning the whole spring the Feedbee colomes were not fied
with any other sugar syrps than with halla kile healing patty
and hall"a kilo Feedboec paity.

In the begiming it was a bit difficult for the beces w carry the

paity, but afier a whole month they had conswmed it all. The
colomics led with Feedbee became very strong and by the
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end of March we already had 1o make room for the honey
m the hives, By this time most of the experimental colonies
had reached a population extent of 7 % [rames in the honey
super and - 10 Irames in the brood chamber. These colonics
already started o prepare to swarm around the 10th of April.
which is why we had Lo put emply honeveombs before the
rapeseed plants bloomed, in order 1o make the bees busy and
0 prevent swarmnng.

Out of the 30 colonics 23 had 1o be sphit up until the rape
blooming was over. The new colonics have already brought
[0y 15 kg of acacia honey. The five remaining colonies,
which were much weaker in the spring and that had not been
split up, were completely developed for acacia flowers. In
one 10 two days” time the bee calonics had built up to three
Lo four combs and the colony immediately faid epps in full.
For example. in the hives that | ook five frames covered with
new population and replaced them with five empty combs,
the colony laid eags on the entire combs during the next three
days. We could not notice any weaknesses in the split colonics,
hecause their development and their handling of the new bees
were so rhythmic and rapid.

In the colomes fed with Feedbee, the average honey production
tor sprivrg frorcr (Trunts and grass) was 10 kg, rape 30 kg_and
acacti 35 kg (onc acacia, without counting the production of
the new colomes ), stmmer fonser (sunflower) 12 kg These
quantitics indicate the werght of the honey afier rotation. The
codonies that were not fed with Feedbee did not provide any
honev that could be faken away before the blowaming of the
rapc and after the blooming ol'the acacia, The average honey
production was |8 kg of rape honey and 30 kg of acacia honey,
(1 did ot shifl the hives.)

The bee colonies fed with Feedbee are calmer: they leave
earlier and colleet more pectar and pollen than the non-
fed colonies (standard). The capped brood and populaton
were larger than the non-fed colomies. During the day the
colony lmd more actively than the colontes in the non-fed
colonies,  Young queens started Taving eggs earlier m the
brood chamber.

We noticed that the workers are rounder and bigger. Aller the
acacia period we did not notice any popolation decline. The
Feedbee colonies remained more populated than the averase
colonics. There is another positive remark to make: 1 did not
nutice any mites, nat even before the acacia period during the
drone propagation inspection, During fumigation only a fow
miies could be noticed.

My advice 1o those who would like 1o use Feedbee, Tt is
usell o put another cmply beehive with foundation combs
next e every single hive. in order to hinder swarming, | can
only advise Feedbee 1o my colleagues!  (Rdmdn Levene,
Alvapahok)

More bees

In Febneary | was oflered a chance o order Feedbee food. |
wis sceplical. bul willing to try 1 1 wanted to know 1o what
extent it could do more or less than my pollen substiiue. 1
have o admit that it can do more: much more. This substance
has been developed well by researchers. On what do 1 hase my
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statement? Because 1 wanted to try ont the Feedbee product
I only used it Tor some colonics without winnowing (13
colomesi. Al the ime of pany feeding (the 22nd of February)
these bee colonics showed an average state of development,
were nol il and were provided with a sullicient honey slock.
The standard 7 colonies were provided with the same
lacilities and were located in the same anca.

1 prepared three kinds of Feedbee patties for my bees: 1.
according to the producer, 2 patly that had been kneaded with
Feedbee sngar into something hard: 2. a patly kncaded with
Feedbee icing supar and sugar syrup: 3. a palty prepared with
Fecdbec icing sugar and sugar svrup and the polien substitute
that I had been using up o now. For all three kinds of patty
1 uzed the same proporiions when adding the sugar syrup to
the basic product (1:1 ).

Thestandard colonies received the sume pollen substinme and
sugar patties prepared with honey that 1 had been wsing for
years and was satisfied with.

The first checks pointed only at a decrease in patties. The bees
started only slowly 1o cal the pure Feedbee pattics. camied
them heavily, while the other types of pattics were consumed
well, Probably because of its consistency. as they were a
listle sofier. I thought that the bees did not like these pattics.
but afier a while the consumption increased. | compensated
the consumed pattics where necessary. Bringing pollen lrom
auiside only enhanced the consumption,

Al the end of March 1 got the chance 1o examine my bees
cextensively. By thai time it was already clear that the hees
lied with Feedbee were living a more active life. When the
propagation of the Feedbee colonies was exammed we noticed
that the largest population had been reached m those colonies
that had been cating more Feedbee {pure Feedbee patlics).
For me the biggest surprise was the fact that even the slrongest
colonics of the siandard colonies were underdeveloped
compared with a Feedbee colony.  In some cases we were
ahle o measure the population increase by the number of
[rames. In case of the same number of rumes with bees
the standard colonies were behind by 15-20% within the
covered brood range compared with Feedbee colonics. Al
the ume of comparison the Feedbee colonies were in a much
more developed state than the standard colonies. They kept
increasing their population under control untl the time the
hives were split with the exception of one colony because of
a possible swarming, It s a fact that those colonies achieved
much more than the standard colomes and that was also shown
m the rape honey quantity durimg iis extaclion.

For me this dilference s already convinemg enough. Leaming
from the expeniments | would like to use this substance formy
bee colonics to stimulate them at the end of the winter and in
spring by all means in the Tuture. (Kiss Janos, Kefoosa)

Fewer illnesses
Al the end of February 1 gave Fecdbee 10 my bees in the
form of a flal sugar paiy and mixed it with fcing sugar

Every colony received | ka, Despite the fact that 1 did not
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miake comparisons (there were no bee colonies 1o check the
resulis), my opinion about Feedbee is very positive. My bees
are stronger and develop faster comparcd (o previous vears.
Regarding the rape they were sirong, mayhe even Loo strong.
The prevention of the swanning took a lot of time and was
omly partly a success. Because 1 am not a shifting heckeeper
[ know that my yearly honey production depends on the local
natural pollen and nectar and the weather plays an important
role. Considering these circumstances it is important how |
deal with my bees.

The rape provided a good honey production: 23 ke per colony.
The acacia honey did not lurn oul as we planned beeause of
natural factors. When the acacia started bloeming the rape
was still in bloom for another two days and the bees rather
visited Uus plant. Three beawtilul days followed but we could
fee] the hot weather would be on its way. This heatwave look
away Lhe acacia and that is why we had a result of only 18 kg
acacia honey after feeding. 1t 15 important 10 know that my
bees live ina region where the acacia iree groups are seatlercd
around and are not close ta onc another.

As | am a bee queen hreeder, | have 1o send m bee samples
lor nosema and mites testing every year (e anthor ffves in
Slovekio Meheszel Ed ). The resulis were better compared Lo
previous vears but the most important thing was the Fact that
there was not one colony showing any scnous mfection.

A Tew prepared Feedbee patties in little bags remained from
the end of February and 1 did not store them in a lreerer, Al
the end ol Junc 1 pul these patties into the mating hives next io
the traditionally prepared sugar patties {not kneaded together).

I noticed that the traditional pattics were more wanted. That
was my mistake, because [ should have realised belorehand
that Feedbee food is rich in protems that can start to spoil after
a while. But it is surprising that this only happened alier a
period of four months, 1 had heard that patties made out of
smaller amounts el other proein dicts such as soy flour or milk
powder usnally start to get spoiled afier one or two months.

At this moment in June my bees arc in good health. This first
year il seems that our invested money will return with a certan
rale of interest. By all means | will iy out Feedbee for [eeding
my bees in the autumn as well. (Kivs Sancor: Ipolysag).

- Piffkd 1aszlo &
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